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NEW BOOK

Note- See excerpts and many more photos on NBA Barn Art, Literature page.
Barns Around lowa:A Sampling of lowa's Round Barns

Photos by Luella Hazeltine. Edited by8chense.

6 x 9"; 128 pages; perfect bound $14.95 Postpaid $18.95
ISBN-13: 9781932043440

Contact: Joan LiffringZug Bourret, publisher1-800-728-9998
E-mail: penfield@penfieldbooks.com
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With approximately 1,000 of lowa's historic barns disappearing annually, this new title features
over 100 of the round and mu#tided agricultural barns that existed during the last fifteen years.
Even a few barns in the book have either burnedotiapsed since Luella Hazeltine snapped
their portraits. More than 200,000 barns once dotted the lowa landscape. Less than 60,000
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structures remain in lowa. As we lose our barns, we lose a part of our lowa heritage.

In 1793 George Washington and his catpes built America's first round barn in Virginia. A
reproduction of this barn is shown in this book, thanks to the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association.
By the 1880s and 1890s, lowans were building large -sigled barns with varying roof designs.
Some werduilt from round barn maibrder kits manufactured in lowa.

Many of these aging round barns need essential repairs, such as a new roof, shingles,
siding, painting, or foundation work. Community groups have formed to assist in preserving
these historicaldndmarks for future generations. Repair costs rise well into thousands of dollars.
All the nineteenth and twentiettentury wooden barns of lowa are threatened, unless there is a
concerted effort to preserve them. Find out how barn owners may be eligiblestoration
grants.

This 128page book is a unique volume showing in color, lowa agricultural heritage.
Photographer Luella Hazeltine traveled the country roads of lowa for over a decade in search of
lowa's round jewels. The cof-print book,Without Rght Angles: The Round Barns of loway

Lowell J. Soike of the State Historical Society of lowa served as the guide to Luella Hazeltine's
tenplus years documentary project. Her original photographic work will be preserved in the
growing collection of bar photography at the State Historical Society of lowa.

In the process of discovery, Luella found barns with new uses. One retired businessman, Dick
Schwab of Solon, is building new round barns of beautiful Stone City stone. He rents larger ones
for eventsand keeps others for storage. A few lowans have made stunning homes out of their
round barns.

Editor Deb Schense of North Liberty produced another book about barns recentiagdtasn
lowa's Historic Barns and Other Farm Structures: Including the An@wianies. More
information about both books may be found under lowa in the book listings of
www.penfieldbooks.com
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: Page 31 Black Hawk County,

8717 Lester Road, Dunkerton The present owner's gregtandfather, Ace Canfield, had this
hollow-clay tile barn built north of Dunkerton in 1918. The carpenter was John Renz. Measuring
70 feet in dameter, it also has a cinder block silo in the middle, which was left over after a
previous rectangular wooden barn had burned down in 1917. Its most striking features are the
white stone lintels over the door and window casements. The barn hasdug@dietwide by
6-feetdeep concrete foundation and stands approximately 60 to 70 feet tall. The haymow still
contains a circular track for a loose hayfork. Roof windows admit light into the upper loft area.
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Page 39 Calhoun County

Charles Knapp RounBarn, Twin Lakes Christian Centei7718 Twin Lakes Road, Manson



This unique structure is one of only four barns in lowa known to have a domed roof. The barn
measures 60 feet in diameter. It was originally built in 1920 for dairy cattle and breeding
Percherorhorses. Vertical boardndbatten siding were used on the exterior. There was an
interior silocentrally located. Originally constructed with wooden shingles, it was later
overlaid with asphalt shingles before being restored again in the@86s. This fam had a
round corncrib with a similar dome; it was later dismantMidton Hein's extended family
donated the barn to the Twin Lakes Christian Center in 1994. The photos pictured on this page
were taken in 1995 before the restoration process and moan.dadl998, the cupola was
replaced. Two matching grants in 1999, along with donations, were used to replace both the roof
and the haymow floor. In July 2003, this nationally registered Charles Knapp round barn was
moved 11/2 miles southeast to the grals of the Twin Lakes Christian Center. The cost was
approximately $5 per foot to move the barn.
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Page42i Cerro Gordo County

DouglasDickinson Round Barril4344 330th Street, Mason City

The DouglasDickinson Round Barn Fully Restored

The DouglasDickinson barn was used for raising calves and milking thirty cows until the mid
1960s, when a newer milk parlor was built. After this change, it wasn't asogastysilage into

the silo, but it was convenient to feed the cattle and it kept the silage from freezing. The main big
door for loading and unloading of hay faces the west side.



Page 71 Johnson County

Schwab DoubldRound Barn, 2501 Sugar Bottom Ra NE, Solon

This 106foot diameter 24ided round barn (started in 2005) burned following a lightning strike
in 2007. It is being rebuilt with a completion date planned for 2009. The barn will have a big
cupola with a widow walk, a main deck, lofts oveoms, men and women's restrooms, kitchen,
covered porch overlooking amphitheater and arch, cedar shingles, andlzalpeltl roof with a
height of 50 feet. Three French doors will open to the porch overlooking the pond. Schwab has
built several ponds on$102 acres.
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The Secrest Octagonal Ba6Y50 Osage Street SE, West Liberty

Nineteenyearold Joshua Secrest moved from Ohio to lowa in 1869. In 1873, he married a



Quaker, Esther Hollingsworth. In 1875, Joshua purchased theté&ad) as his personal

contribution to the western expansion of the United StiktesSecrest rode the train from

Downey, lowa, to Colorado and New Mexico to buy calves and sheep and then transport them
back home. He and his hired hands herded the lidlesitoough town back to the farm. In the

spring, he shipped his fattened livestock to the Chicago markets. The Secrest farm grew to 520
acres. The averaggzed farm in lowa at that time was 133 acres. In 1883, Joshua and Esther
hired the local barn buildeFrank Longerbeam, to plan and construct a large round barn to store
hay and house their farm equipment, horses, and milk cows. Mr. Longerbeam constructed a one
of-akind barn. It is one of the largest, oldest, and most brilliantly built round barhes linited

States. Longerbeam had no formal training in architecture or carpentry, but may have apprenticed
with his grandfather.

The use of lamination and the Gothic arched roof are ingenious. It is likely Mr. Longerbeam
traveled to Muscatine, loway buy his lumber from the Hershey Lumber Company. Hershey had
a rectangular dairy barn built in the late 1870s that was probably the first use of lamination in a
barn. Longerbeam may have seen the Hershey barn and adapted the technique to his round barn.
Constructing an arch on the ground and raising it with pulleys and braces was possibly how the
Secrest barn was built. The other six additional arched ribs, also composed of eighteen laminated
oneby-six inch boards, were then raised one at a time to subyoroof.

The Secrest barn is known for its structural sophistication and innovation. The completed barn
is an architectural wonder, a monument to the brilliance and determination of our early settlers.
The barn once held 300 tons of loose hay éupper level, breakfast for the 32 horses and 16
cows waiting on the lower level. The neighboring youth, perhaps includingtsold Herbert
Hoover living in West Branch, must have traveled to marvel at the unique structure. The lofty
miniature octagoal cupola is 75 feet above the grourithe side shed has two levels. The
ground floor was used to feed animals brought in from the field. The upper level of the shed
provides support for the unique overhead "railway" car, which runs on a wooden track. The
railway car was used to transport feed from the silo or barn to the livestock.

Times were hard for Midwest farmers in the early 1920s and 1930s. The nearby Downey
Savings Bank was closed in 1932. The mortgage on the Secrest farm was $20,000 1918 a
$42,000 in 1920. In 1921, the debt rose to $120,000. This was substantially reduced to $60,000
by 1931. The State of lowa foreclosed on the property in 1934 with an outstanding debt of
$25,000. In 1974, the barn was added to the National Regitelistoric Places.



Page 90' Marshall County
Dobbin Round Barn,2551 Brown Avenue, State Center

"Barrel Barn No. 214" built in 1919, was the handiwork of the Gofdam Tine Company, a
Davenport, lowa, manufacturer of pcat mailorder barns. Barn owner Henry Dobbin, saw the
same barn thremiles down the road atime Yordy farm and decided he wanted one just like it.

Measuring 6€feet in diameter, this barn has a circular interior design with half of it for horse
stalls and the other half for cows. The selpporting gambrel roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. The cupola is made with louvered ventilated windows.
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