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The Homeplace on Green Riveby GeorgeKolbenschlag

Three South Central Kentucky countidgylor, Adair and Greerhave joined to restore an
early Kentucky homestead that dates to the eaff\cgé@tury. The property includes a large
architecturally significant bank barn that predates the civil war. CaledHomeplace on Green
Riverthe farm, located in Taylor County, has been owned by only three families since its
settlement.

Restoration of the original home, built in 1803, and the barn are in progress. The large bank barn
will be a centerpiece fdhe working farm that will demonstrate the {8gyles of the three
families who lived there.

The barn is probably the earliest existing agricultural structure still standingHdtheplace It

is constructed of a heavy timber frame morisettenon construction typical of the mid '19

century, and sits on four rows of six sawn timbers that are set on rock and poured concrete. The
heavily braced timber frame reflects the regional tradition ofAsidntic farming practices and
construction detasl suggest a construction date in the 1850s or 1860s. The lack of cut (square)
nails suggests it may have been constructed even earlier. Some of the heabgamusappear

to have been part of another structure prior to being used for the barn. Qbéablpithey came

from a covered bridge that is known to have crossed the Green River just below the homestead in
the mid1800s and was replaced sometime prior to the Civil War.

The barn is approximately 58 feet long and 32 feet wide with a gabledTbefdesign of a
bank barn allows dual use, giving farm equipment access to the main level while keeping
animals on the lower level.

To date, foundation stones from another very early structure in Adair County are on site and will
be used to shore thegsent foundation. Nine thousand board feet of sawn wood is also on site
to replace rotting 12x12 and 10x10 beams and siding on the barn.

Further significant reconstruction on the barn is presently on hold pending approval of plans by
the National Regitry to allow work to begin, and registration of the plan with the National Parks
Association so thelomeplacecan apply for a special tax credit upon completion of the project.

Operation and ownership of thlomeplace on Green Riveradministered bg foundation
established by the three counties. The foundasidioard includes 24 members, eight from each
of the counties. To date, funding for the restoration of Homeplace has been provided by both
state and federal grants as well as by private fowrdaand individual gifts and grants. The
Nature Conservancy was also instrumental in helping the Foundation acquire the property.

When completed, the restored Homeplanesreen River will helprotect and promote rural
American culture and local hay, and further the sustainability of agriculture and our natural
resources through education and conservation.



George Kolbenschlagolumbia, Kentucky

For more info go tavww.homeplaceon@enriver.org/main.htm

8329:The structure of the barn is clearly shown in this photo. In the foreground is some of the
wood to be used to replace siding on the barn.


http://www.homeplaceongreenriver.org/main.htm
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832: Considerable wdt remains to be doneThe patctvork added over the years shows



8312 Much of the external siding will have to be replaced, but internally, the barn is sound.



