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CARRIAGE HILL FARM in Dayton, Ohio by Charles Leik

It was January 2009 and | was driving from Northern Virginia to Indianapolis when | exiéed |

at Dayton, Ohio for breakfast angel. There | noticed a sign for the Carriage Hill Farm and
Museum., After breakfast and ahead of schedul
di sappointed in following up on these officia
a tortwous long drive over gravel roads or a poorly done private museum.

Today was different! | was greeted by an enthusiastic lady in a recently built timber frame barn
that serves as the Welcoming Center and contains exhibits introducing the visitot88@ke

theme of the park. It was a chilly Friday morning and not surprisingly | was one of the few
visitors.

After touring the Welcoming Center and investigating the joinery of the barn more than the
exhibits, | toured the property. There are rest@eribd buildings that include a blacksmith
shop, icehouse, Aeromotor windmill and barns housing a variety of livestock consistent with
agriculture of the 1880s.

The reconstructed crib barn would have in 1880 dated from the period of settleryear$0

earl i er. The interior contains two 2006 x 20060
at the ends. These support the roof system and rafters that extend out to the exterior walls that
result in a | arge 3606 x 6006 barn.
Asecondperiodstraicur e i s a 40060 x 5406 timber framed bar

The principal barn is a faithful recreation located on the site of the origimad4 78 6 bar n t
was lost to fire.

Near to the principal barn is the 1836 brick home and surkitoben of the GermaAmerican

family that owned the farm for generations. An informative docent in period dress had a warm

kitchen from the woodired kitchen range. She explained the plainness of the interior,
particularly its woodwork was duetoeh f ami | yé6s member ship in a col
sect.

| learned that ice would be harvested on Sunday from a nearby pond and stored in the icehouse.
The ice is placed in layers of insulating sawdust and lasts for most of the summer.

| returna&l on Sunday afternoon to find a horse drawn wagon leaving the pond with blocks of ice
and followed by the volunteers who had participated in the 17 F temperature. After unloading
the ice all of us made a bé&ee for the warm kitchen where the docent wasving plates of

Johnny cake (corn bread) and steaming bean soup. That was a good way to end my two short
visits to Carriage Hill and begin the long return drive to Virginia.

If you are in the Dayton area Carriage Hill and other operations of the Ddgtoo Parks
system are worth the effort. Gowavw.metroparks.org/parks/carriageloll phone
937.879.0461 for detailed information on hours and activities. Admission is free.



http://www.metroparks.org/parks/carriagehill










