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National Barn Alliance Meeting ï Shaker Village ï May 14-16, 2009 
 

Preservation Kentucky and the Kentucky Heritage Council will co-host the 2009 annual 

Conference of the National Barn Alliance, May 14-16, 2009 at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill.   

This conference will culminate in the work the Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) 

has been doing to protect and promote barn and farm preservation and will feature networking 

opportunities for trades people, farm owners and all others interested in barn and historic farm 

building preservation.   

 

In preparation for the conference, a statewide Barn Preservation Advisory working group has 

met to discuss ways Kentucky can help preserve historic barns and outbuildings.   The Kentucky 

Barn Preservation Advisory Committee will work to raise awareness of these structures as well 

as create educational tools, advocacy, outreach, education, awareness and technical support.    

 

The RHDI is currently working with farm owners in central Kentucky to reuse barn structures 

and obtain Historic Preservation tax credits. In Washington County, a farm owner is turning his 

former tobacco barn into a tasting room and showroom for his vineyard.  Architectural design 

work has been completed, and the property listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

with plans to complete a Federal and State Historic Preservation Tax Credit.  Lessons learned 

and ideas from this case study will be used by the Barn Preservation Committee to educate other 

historic farm owners about the incentives for re-use.   The RHDI currently holds tours of historic 

farms and barns three times each year to showcase these structures throughout the central 

Kentucky region.  

The RHDI will also be working collaboratively with the University of Kentuckyôs Department of 

Landscape Architecture to create design guidelines for rural areas which will be an important 

reference for barn and outbuilding preservation.  Funded through a grant from Preserve America, 

the guidelines developed by this project will assist property owners and communities to 

appropriately rehabilitate rural structures for new economically productive functions, develop 

additional land areas for community growth that provide alternatives to fragmentation of rural 

cultural landscapes, and build new buildings compatible with the historic character of their 

regions.  

The Rural Heritage Development Initiative is a three-year demonstration program of the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation, in collaboration with Preservation Kentucky and the Kentucky 

Heritage Council, to help develop and implement preservation-based economic development 

strategies in the eight county Central Kentucky area of Boyle, Green, LaRue, Marion, Mercer, 

Nelson, Taylor and Washington. The initiative is funded largely through a grant from the W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation.   

 

In addition to Barn Preservation, the RHDI also works with ñCrossroads Communitiesò with 

populations of less than 1,000 to develop Main Street like revitalization programs, hosts 

numerous educational seminars on rural preservation, and works to develop a National Scenic 

Byway for a historic roadway interpreting the early Kentucky heritage of Abraham Lincoln.   For 

more information, please visit www.kycrossroadsregion.com or call (270) 358-9069. 

 



The Rural Heritage Development Initiative's Historic Sites Survey of Marion and Washington 

Counties was a far reaching effort to create a record of rural historic resources in the two-county 

region. Fieldwork began in September 2006 and continued until July, 2007. In a typical week, 

the two person survey team spent three days in the field documenting historic properties and two 

days in the office coordinating the survey, entering data, and producing the survey forms. This 

team drove over 12,800 miles over the course of their work. Their efforts were augmented by the 

work of two University of Kentucky students and a hired part time assistant. Further fieldwork 

was contributed by the Site Identification Manager, the Survey Coordinator, the Restoration 

Projects Manager and the Site Identification Assistant at the Heritage Council, by students at St. 

Catharine's College and by Teen Leadership of Washington County. 

 

In all, 1,427 new sites were documented, and 77 previously documented sites were revisited. 

Many of these sites have multiple resources. Each of these sites has a principal resource - the 

house on a farm, for example - documented on a survey form. Most of the sites have other 

elements such as barns, fences, or outbuildings. Over 600 of these, mainly barns, were 

documented on separate outbuilding forms, so we have more than 2,000 survey forms for the 

project. Other support resources were documented in a less intensive way in lists on the back 

side of the principal resource form, keyed to the site plan in the field notes, and to photographs 

on continuation sheets. This group includes more than 3,000 cellars, cemeteries, wells, garages, 

corn cribs, kitchens, rock fences, silos, spring houses, stores, tenant houses, barns, etc. 

Altogether, surveyed sites and surveyed and inventoried support resources add up to over 5,000 

historic resources that have been documented in Marion and Washington Counties for this 

project. This documentation includes over 11,500 digital photographs now stored on a server and 

back-up disks at the Heritage Council offices (the State Historic Preservation Office ï 

www.ky.heritage.gov) 

 

-written by Bill Macintire, Kentucky Heritage Council Survey Coordinator 
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