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Barn Relocation Project,  

 Monterey, Virginia   
 

 

In the early spring of 2008, Woodford Bros., Inc.,  

moved in their equipment and carpenters to relocate 

a barn near Monterey, Virginia.  

 

The job really started nine months prior to that--when  

the prospective owner selected a number of barns for 

 consideration.  Michael Woodford and the soon-to-be  

owner traded e-mails and pictures until a leading 

 candidate was selected.  ñWhen we felt the customer had pretty well settled on the barn he 

wanted, I made the eight-hour trip from central NY to look it over with him,ò said Mr. 

Woodford.  ñThe result was very typical.  We did not see much wrong with the 1880 era frame in 

its current repose; but I advised the customer that when we dismantled the barn, that there would 

be problem areas that just always seem to be a little worse than what is apparent,ò Mike added. 

 

In the old days barn raisings were as much a social event as a construction project.  It would 

require months of preparation by a few individuals for the big ñbarn raising day.ò  Everything 

had to be right; all the pieces needed to fit together correctly or there would be a great deal of 

good natured ribbing about the master timber framers ability. 

 

ñTaking a barn apart and moving it is similar to the old barn raisings,ò says Mike Woodford.  

ñThere are weeks of preparation to strip the barnôs old materials to the point where the frame can 

be disassembledò.   If there are problems, instead of a neighborhood of helpers hanging around 

idle, now days you have a $150.00 an hour crane waiting around that does not complain, they 

just bill.ò   ñThe social aspect remains,ò Mike says, òbecause there are still plenty of folks who 

are happy to come watch the fun; and of course, offer advice whether you want it or not.ò  

 

With this barnôs frame, as is usually the case, there were a number of repairs that were needed. 

ñWith the barn dismantled, it is an ideal opportunity to fix what is needed.  What was a real 

benefit on this job was that the barnôs size was being made smaller by eliminating one bay.  This 

provided much of the materials needed to make the repairs,ò said Mike. 

 

With everything ready to go, the crane came back to help raise the frame.  The bents were swung 

into position, secured, and the plates and braces installed.  ñThe crane really replaces about thirty 

or forty people that would have been necessary to manipulate the bents into position,ò said 

Woodford.  ñRaising a frame requires more hands than dismantling to be sure everything goes 

safely,ò Mike said.  

 

ñWith the frame, braces, studs, and rafters up, our job was over,ò said Mike. ñWe left the rest of 

the project in the hands of an extremely competent local carpenter who will make what was a 

great barn, into a beautiful home.ò 

 

by Michael Woodford  

 



 

Editorôs note: This barn was originally 56 ft by 56 ft.  For reconstruction, the size was reduced to 

56 ft by 40 ft by eliminating one bay.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 



 


