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  2009 ANNUAL BARN CONFERENCE HELD IN KENTUCKY A SUCCESS   
This past May, the National Barn Alliance, the Kentucky Heritage Council and Preservation Kentucky co-sponsored the 

Heritage Barn Conference at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill. Tours included tobacco & horse barn & bluegrass music! 

   .  

 

 

 

     The Barn Door 
    Newsletter of the National Barn Alliance 

        Fall  2009  Volume  3,  Issue 2 

       -  SAVE THE DATE -     
2010  NBA ANNUAL BARN CONFERENCE                       

           JUNE 10-12 ,  IN  KANSAS  

 

I l l ino is  ï Barn Conference and Workshop cosponsored by Illinois Barn 

Alliance,   Walnut Grove Farm and Trillium Dell Timberworks. 

illinoisbarnalliance@gmail.com  

 

 
Through these walls 
I have seen birthings 
And passings 
Drought and floods 
Good harvests and bad 
I stand against time 
The faces of my farmers  
As withered as my boards 
In one era I am 
Neglected and sought after 
Rebuilt and torn down 
I am the American dream 
And heartache 
I am America 
 
Jennifer Michaels 
Appliquéd onto the  
barn quilt on back cover. 
   

 

Read the full articles in ñThe Barn Doorò at       www.barnalliance.org 

Pennsylvania- Bedminster Land Conservancy, Bucks County, Annual Barns 

and Farms Tour October 18, 2009, 11 am - 4 pm.  Spectacular stone barns, exciting 

demos and expert presentations.   www.bedminsterlandconservancy.org   

 

 

Kentucky preservationists lead NBA members to a horse barn converted from an early stone building and a 12-sided barn with round center silo. 

Michigan-Conference Features Round-Roof Barns. 

A tour of Isabella Countyôs amazing round-roof barns 

and a rare, curved-rafter, hip-roof barn highlighted the 

Michigan Barn Preservation Networkôs third annual 

fall conference, in Mt. Pleasant.  Vera Wiltse of the 

MBPN said ñThere is some convincing oral history 

that the first round-roofed barn was built in the 

county.ò   See  www.mibarn.net.  Kaylee  Devantier  
 

 

mailto:illinoisbarnalliance@gmail.com
http://www.barnalliance.org/
http://www.bedminsterlandconservancy.org/
http://www.mibarn.net/
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     Join the National Barn Alliance today!  Our Mission: 

 
¶ Encourage the documentation, through surveys and photography,  

       of historic barns and other rural structures throughout America. 

 

¶ Encourage and support the creation of statewide and local barn  

       preservation organizations and programs. 

 

¶ Facilitate the sharing of information on barns, their history and  

       their maintenance. 

 

Your membership will help us in our efforts to document and protect our vanishing rural heritage. 

For more information visit our website at www.barnalliance.org  

 

 

    Membership Categories:            $20.00   Student                  $30.00    Individual 

      $50.00  Family          $100.00   Not-for-profit Affiliate             $500.00   Corporate Affiliate 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________    State _____    Zip Code ________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

      Send your check (payable to NBA) and membership form to:  

National Barn Alliance, Inc., c/o Rod Scott, 704 Fremont St., Iowa Falls, IA 50126 

Or Join online with PayPal at    www.barnalliance.org/membership.html  
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Board Member Profile-              Vera Wiltse 

   Vera Wiltse is the current vice president of the NBA and of the Michigan Barn 

Preservation Network. She is a founding member of the Michigan grass roots 

barn preservation organization and coordinates the MBPN annual conference. 

She is the data base coordinator of membership for both organizations. 

In her other life, Vera is the Isabella County 4-H Extension Educator and a 36- 

year 4-H volunteer leader. She started teaching leathercraft to 4-H members as a 

teen leader and continues to spend the long winter nights in her basement 

working with 4-H'ers on leathercraft and stained glass projects. 

While she doesn't own an historic barn, she did grow up on a dairy farm,  

currently operates a cash crop farm, and is very familiar with barn construction. 

This past summer she worked with a group of nine 4-H teens to organize a barn 

tour of 14 curved rafter barns in Isabella County. The teens learned about historic 

barns and experienced all facets of organizing a major event. 

 

 

 

http://www.barnalliance.org/
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     Richard Lazarus is a Timberframer & Barn Restorer, and  

    NYS Barn  Coalition representative  to the  Traditional 

    Timberframerôs  Research  and  Advisory Group (TTRAG). 

    This is an excerpt from óRecommendations for Appropriate 

   Repairs to Historic Barnsô .    

   The entire article is on our website under  

   Newsletter Volume1, Issue 1. 
                                                                                                                             

 óThe  Barn  Roof,  Hardware  and  Finishing  Detailsô    by   Richard  Lazarus  

Roofing:  Since the roof of a barn protects the barn, any 

roofing material may be installed which will keep a barn 

dry. But in no case should plywood or OSB be installed 

over, or replace existing roof boards. It adds significant 

weight to the roof and destroys the historic appearance of 

the inside of the roof. For the most part this requirement 

prohibits the use of asphalt shingles except for T Tabs or 

Diamond tabs. Asphalt roll roofing may be installed but 

life expectancy is less than 15 years depending on the 

surface on which it is installed. Most desirable would be 

to install roofing to match the original. Slate, white pine, 

hemlock, cedar, and oak shingles and shakes are still 

available, and if the barn is more than ninety years old 

they are the most likely original roofing.  A painted or 

galvanized steel roofing system can provide a lifetime 

roof for a barn when it is maintained, and it is a very 

desirable and inexpensive replacement roof for a barn. 

The use of aluminum should be avoided because it has 

poor longevity for the expense. Aluminum oxidizes and 

becomes brittle after thirty or so years of exposure 

Hardware: Modern nails and other fasteners may be used 

for siding and roofing. Modern door handles and other 

door hardware may be used outside the barn. I feel that 

modern hardware and nails can help date repairs for 

future owners if the original is missing, and do not detract 

from the appearance of an antique barn. 

Steel, rods, and cable: The use of steel cable is not 

acceptable inside a barn to tie structural elements together 

if the cable is wrapped around a timber. The compressive 

strength of wood cannot stand up to tensions that may be 

applied by cable wrapped around a timber. 

Where the barn requires wind bracing, the existing knee 

braces should be tightened with shims after the barn is 

straightened. 

Cross bracing with steel rod or cable is not acceptable in 

my opinion because they create obstructions within the 

barn and limit movement through the barn. They also 

destroy the beauty of the structure of a barn. And they are 

usually not necessary if existing knee braces are tightened 

as above or if they are replaced if missing. 

In the case of spreading rafter plates causing a saddle in the 

roof, a steel rod of sufficient cross section may be installed 

between opposite plates secured on the outside of the rafter 

plate with a steel plate sized at least 12 square inches. The 

roof peak may be jacked as the rod is drawn in tight to get 

rid of the saddle. The cause of roof saddle is usually failure 

of the joint between the tie beam and the post. Repairing 

the cause of the failure frequently requires scarfing a new 

section onto the post and installing a slip tenon on the tie 

beam, or a hidden steel strap to connect it to the post.  

In numerous cases it is appropriate to fabricate and install 

steel gussets, angles or other plates to connect sound 

timbers with rotted tenons. The steel repair should be 

designed to be as small and unobtrusive as possible and 

fastenings should be well designed. Steel should be used 

only for the sake of economy and to save the original fabric 

of the barn frame. 
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           BRING THE NBA TO YOUR STATE ï   
Barns are disappearing from the American landscape.  On our 

website you will find information and links to help save the barns in 

your hometown.  Join our nationwide effort to save the historic 

farm buildings of the American countryside. Please become a 

Member of the National Barn Alliance today.  

LEFT-  NBA President Charles Leik (seated left) tests the new 

stone foundation in Albany County, NY, where NBA Board 

Member Keith Cramer (standing) and barn restorer Ev Rau (seated 

right) are assisting in the reconstruction of a 200-year-old barn that 

has been in storage for seven years and has finally found a good 

home.  The barn was rescued by a preservation-minded family who, 

instead of building a new pole barn, actively searched for a 

distressed barn in need of saving. Many thanks for the inspiration!  

 

 
 New York- 2009 has been a 

successful year for barn preservation 

statewide. Although it has been over 

three years since the last State Barn 

Restoration Grant was awarded, the 

actual work is continuing. With this 

program, New York State, under 

former Gov. George Pataki, has 

invested more in its historic barns than 

the other 49 States combined.  Private 

owners & Historic Societies have also 

saved barns for a variety of uses. 2009 

has seen many local and regional Barn 

Tours, with more to come this fall.  

Check locations & schedule at:   Dutch 

Barn Preservation Society   

www.dutchbarns.org   

HudsonValleyVernacularArchitecture   

www.hvva.org  

 

Tour of the Hallenbeck/Nelson Barn, restoration funded by NY State barn grant. 

Individual efforts saving NY Barns: Left- Original 55 ft. purlin plate is used to 

measure replacement timbers for old barn becoming new barn & carpenter shop. 

Center- 1790ôs Fredericks Palatine barn becomes a home.  Right- Before new 

housing development comes, this 100-foot-long, 19
th
 century, swing-truss barn 

will be cut in half; part will be a new barn, the other half will be a new house.  

ITôS YOUR OWN IMAGINATION AND YOUR HARD WORK THAT WILL SAVE THAT BARN 


